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term, a lujly Boy \ fave that the Parts of Generation 
were remarkably large, and that the Lanugo firft ap- 
pear'd when he was near a Year old % which gave 
great Uneafinefs to his Parents, who were very reli- 
gious People. I am, 

Learned Sir, 
Huntingdon^ Jan, 4, 

i744-> Tour tnofl Obedient \ 

Humble Servant, 
Tho. Dawkes. 

To a fecond Letter from the fame were fubjoined 
the Affidavits and Tejiimonials of the Midwife, the 
Minifter, Churchwardens, and orhers, That this 
Child, Tho. Hale, was born on 31. Q£lob. 174.1. 

He was aflured, by Mr. Almond) That, between 
Aug* 28. and Nov. 30. 1744. this Child was grown 
two Inches and an half $ i. e. from 3 Feet 8 Inches 
and 5 Tenths, to 3 Feet 1 1 Inches. C\ M. 



III. A Letter from Mr. Browne Langriflh, 
Licent. Coll Med. LoncL & F. R. S. to the 
Rev. Dr, Hales, F. R. S. concerning a new 
Contrivance of applying Receivers to Retorts 
in T)iJlillation. 

T)ear Sir, 
Read]**. 24.T Return you my hearty Thanks for your 
1 744-5* J^ kind Prefent of your Account of fome 

Experi- 
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Experiments on Tar-fVater, I think it will be a 
Means of making it a more ufeful Medicine: I am 
fare it will prevent its doing the Mifchief I hear it 
has done in fome Cafes. For, till the feveral pecu- 
liar Diforders, in which TarJVater may be ufeful, 
are found out, the Taking it at random, in fuch large 
Quantities, muft oftentimes do Hurt. 

In Return for your Favour, I have fent inclofed a 
Scheme, which I have a great while thought of, for 
the Improvement of Diftillation in the chemical Way. 
I flatter myfelf, it will be very advantageous in pro- 
curing many fine volatile Things, which we cannot 
fo well do in the ordinary Method 5 and that we may 
be enabled by it to analyfo fome Things, as Blood, 
and fuch-like Subftances, without breaking ourGlafles* 
as the learned Boerhaave complain'd he could not do y 
by reafonofapitchy bituminous Matter rifmg up into 
the Neck of the Retort, and burfting it. But, in fliorr* 
I have found, from many Experiments, That it i$ 
the vaft Quantity of Air, arifing from fuch Subftances, 
which burfts the Glaffcs, and which this Method will 
prevent. 

However, I beg the Favour of you to confider it ; 
and to give me your free Thoughts, whether it will 
be worth while to lay it before the Society, in order 
to communicate it to the World. Your Anfwer will 
infinitely oblige, 

1)ear Sir, 

Teterspid, Jan. 10. Tour mofi obedient Servant, 
1744* 

B. Langrift, 

Kk j. 
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See Tab. I. Fig. i. 

A* A common Retort in a Sand-Heat. 

B. The firft Receiver, with an Opening at the Top 
and Bottom. 

C A Quart-Bottle fixed to a Neck outof the Bot- 
tom of the Receiver 5 which, being tied on clofe 
by means of a Bladder, may be removed at any 
time, and another inftantly placed in its Room % 
by which means, very little of the Steam will 
make its Efcape : And any Proportion of the vola- 
tile Part to be diftilled may be faved by itfelf, with- 
out unluting the Recipient from the Retort 

< 2X A fecond Receiver, inferted into the Opening at 
the Top of the firft, in order to give more Room 
to the rarefied and new-generated Air, and to re- 
ceive the moft fubtile and volatile Parts, which 
might not be fo eafily contained in the firft Re- 
cipient, without great Danger of breaking it, qr 
forcing the Luring. 

E. A fmaller Bottle, for the fame Ufes as the other, 
mark'd C. 

F. A Bladder tied on to an Opening, or upper Neck, 
of the fecond Recipient 3 which, as it is much 
thinner and weaker than any of the Glafies, will 
always give Way firft, and prevent their burfting. 
Or, wherever the Matter to be diftill'd is of fuch 
a Nature, that, we are fure, all the Gaffes, put to- 
gether, will not contain the Fumes and Air arifing 
from it $ then, if the fmalleft Pin-hole be made 
thro* the Top of the Bladder, as foon as the Fumes 
begin to rife, it will be fufficient to let out the 
Air as faft as it generated : And, I think, at that 
great Diftance from the Fire, very little, if any 
thing, but Air, can make its Efcape, 

Hence 
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Hence great Advantages will arife from this Way 
of Diftillation: For, i. We can keep a greater Fire, 
if Occafion be, without Fear of breaking our Glaffes. 
2. The Matter diftill'd may be removed as often as 
we pleafe $ whereby we may always prevent the Draw- 
ing off any Spirit, &c. too low* And, 3. Any pure, 
fine, volatile Salt, which fliall arife into the fecond 
Recipient, will not be fo liable to be melted down> 
either by the Heat, or too watery a Fluid. 



IV. 7%e Cafe of a Perfon bit by a Mad Dog : 
Communicated to /^Prefident bjyMr.Ranbj, 
F. R. S. Serjeant-Surgeon to His Majefly : 
From Charles Peters, M. 2X F. Coll Med. 
Lond. 

mad Jan. 2^~fQHN Neale, of a robuft Conftitution, 
*744-5- j a g ec j Forty-five, had, for fome Years, 
followed the Occupation of curing Dogs ; And, on 
Thurfday preceding Michaelmas Day 1741, being 
employed in that Calling, he, endeavouring to drench 
one fuppofed to be mad, was bit in the Thumb. 

The Day following the Dog was obferved to droop, 
refufe his Food, and at Night he died. 

The Patient, having been frequently converfant with 
the like Accidents, was fufficiently alarmed at the 
Danger 5 and, having been, the Year before, received 
a Patient into St. Georges Hofpital, repaired thither 
for Relief. 

Kk i Doftor 
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